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South Dakota National Guard            Soldier & Family Support Services Youth Council CHARTER

1. PURPOSE:  The South Dakota National Guard Youth Council will advise and assist the Soldier and Family Support Services Branch State Youth Coordinator(s) in matters relating to Soldier and Family readiness to include youth.  The Council’s link to Military Youth members will be through the State Youth Coordinator(s).

2. MISSION STATEMENT:  We are the South Dakota National Guard Youth Council, brought together to speak on behalf of the Youth and the entire National Guard Youth Program.  We are peer educators who are here to help incorporate Youth into all National Guard activities.  
3. ORGANIZATION:

a. The Council will be comprised of 16 members of equal status regardless of military or non-military affiliation.  The Council is a non governing board and will conduct business by discussion and consensus.  The 16 positions will consist of:

1. State Youth Coordinator

2. Army National Guard Positions – 10 Total

(a). Regionally Dispersed if possible

3. Air National Guard Positions – 5 Total 

a.  Additionally, Council members will serve as one of the following:

a. The State Youth Coordinator will serve as the facilitator

b. President (Senior Officer)

c. Vice President (Senior Officer)

d. Recorder for Council meetings (Secretary)

e. Social Media Advisor

f. Editor
b. New members are not able to hold an officer position for one year and must be at least a junior in High School to hold a senior officer position.  The duration of an officer position will be 2 years. 

c. Upon the expiration of a Council member’s term, vacancies will be filled in the following ways:
1. The appropriate nominating authorities are:

a. State Youth Coordinator(s)

b. Youth Council Members

Nominating authorities will be informed of Council vacancies.  Once received, nominations will be forwarded to the Council selection committee for review.  Deadline for nomination submissions is when the committee decides a position needs to be filled.  

2. The Council selection committee shall consist of:

a. State Youth Coordinator

b. Senior Youth Council Members

Nominations will be reviewed and selections made and approved at the subsequent Youth Council meeting.  Nominees will be notified in writing of selection/non-selection.  Prior to the first meetings, new members will receive the Council’s Charter, Council member listing and any other pertinent information.  

3.  When nominations are not received to fill 

 
 vacancies, the Council will actively recruit

individuals who meet the necessary criteria to fill the vacancy. 

4. MEMBER GUIDELINES:

a.  Guidelines for All Members:
1. Minimum age of 14 years old and must be a freshman in High School.

2. Term will end upon graduation from High School.

3. Attend half of the Youth Council meetings during one year terms.

a. Must also attend at least 2 major functions a year (i.e. Youth Camp, Resiliency Retreat, State Youth Symposium, Region 8 Symposium etc.)

b. Additionally members should attend Yellow Ribbon events held in their area of residence. 

4. Zero Tolerance of drugs and/or alcohol. 

5. Minimum of 2.5 GPA

Upon a member’s 1st violation to any of these stipulations they will receive a warning to alter they’re behavior.  2nd violation will result in a punishment decided on by fellow Council Member’s, (i.e. writing all newsletter and website articles for the month).  Upon the 3rd violation of any of the above provisions the Members will be released from their position and duties on the Youth Council. 

5. RESPONSIBILITIES:

a.  Youth Council Members will assist State Staff, Commanders and Lead Volunteers in all areas of Family Readiness to include Youth, as needed. 

1. Council Members will be required to attend 50% of quarterly meetings during their term.  If a member is unable to attend, it is their responsibility to contact the State Youth Coordinator.  In the event of non-compliance, the member may be release from the Council. 
2. Council Members should understand the National Guard Youth Council mission statement and be committed to it and be willing to articulate the mission in the units and communities at large. 

3. Council Members should express opinions on issues, respect the opinions of others, work for consensus whenever possible and support the majority decisions. 

b. Council Members will actively participate in the following:

1. Training

a. Plan and help Conduct Family Readiness Youth training for Youth Volunteers, (i.e. Junior Counselors, new members, non-member event volunteers, etc.)

b. Help plan, coordinate and conduct workshops/symposiums/camps.

c. Assist in the delivery of unit Family briefings upon request.

d. Attend conferences/workshops/training as needed in order to maintain proficiency in the area of Military Youth Programs.

e. Attend and facilitate Yellow Ribbon events conducted in Council member’s area of residence. 
2. Planning/Public Relations

a. Assist in developing short (yearly) and long (2 to 3 years) term goals for the Youth Program.

b. Assist in developing a Youth Council presentation for briefing and training opportunities.
6. Meetings:
a. Council meetings will be held quarterly with dates being selected by the Youth Council Members and the State Youth Coordinator.  Special meetings may be called by the State Youth Coordinator as needed. 

b. At least five Council Members must be present in order to hold a meeting.  It shall consist of five Council Members and the facilitator.  

c. Conference calls will be held monthly, or as needed. 

7. FUNDING:
a. The South Dakota Army National Guard Soldier and Family Support Services Branch, Youth Appropriated fund will finance meals, lodging, and travel for Youth Council Members per Defense Travel System (DTS) regulations. 

b. If DTS requirements are not met, reimbursement will not be made. 

8. CHARTER AMENDMENTS: Members of the Council will review the charter annually and make changes as needed. 
Charter updated and adopted as policy by State Youth Coordinator and 5 Youth Council Members 25 March 2012.

Members present during vote:

Candice Tvinnereim – State Youth Coordinator


Austin Chase

Casey Callies – President





Elizabeth Foy

Adair Chase – Vice President





 
