Rules of Occupation
1. All bivouac and training sites will be regulated in accordance with the documents agreed upon

by the United States Forest Service (USFS) and the South Dakota Army National Guard.    Those documents include Master Agreement between Department of Defense and Department of Agriculture, concerning the use of National Forest System Lands for military activity, and the Supplemental Agreement between the South Dakota National Guard and the Nebraska 
National Forest (NNF), concerning the use of National Forest System Lands for military training. These documents shall serve as a checklist for all military personnel using these areas.

2. There is one administratively combined Forest Service District within the Nebraska 
National Forest, Buffalo Gap National Grasslands with total responsibility and authority given   to the District Ranger. The main headquarters for the entire Nebraska National Forest is Chadron, Nebraska. Contact with USFS personnel will only be made and/or coordinated through officially designated National Guard Liason Officers (LNO) assigned to each training area by   SDNG Joint Force Headquarters (JFHQ). Each project on USFS lands will have an individual appointed by the USFS, acting as the project inspector. Full cooperation with these officials is expected.

3. Individuals experiencing environmental incidents (noise/dust/complaints, POL spills, property

damage, harassment of wildlife, etc.) will complete the SDARNG ENVIRONMENTAL

INCIDENT REPORT FORM and forward a copy through the National Guard Liaison Officer to Headquarters, ATTN: SDNG-FMO-EV (South Dakota Facilities Management

Office-Environmental Branch). The Forest Service Liaison Officer shall be notified

immediately should any of these incidents occur on USFS lands. Promptness is required.

Environmental Incident Report Forms are available from the DCSLOG

(Logistics), your battalion headquarters, the LNO’s, and/or SD NG-FMO-EV (605-737-6670).

Responses to environmental incidents will be handled promptly and courteously.

4. Clearing of each bivouac/mission site will be the responsibility of each Base Cluster

Commander, in coordination with the LNO. A rear detachment of two or three unit members

will accompany the LNO in the inspection of the area and will accomplish any needed police.

Arrangements to clear each area will be made so the site is cleared immediately after it will no

longer be utilized. (Note: ALL EMPTY AMMO CASINGS AND RESIDUE SHALL BE

POLICED AND REMOVED FROM ALL SITES).

5. Areas to be addressed by topic:

A. Air Quality

1. All units will attempt to control dust at the bivouac/training/mission sites by watering and using slower traffic speeds.

2. EPA requires nontactical type military motor vehicles to be equipped with emission control devices manufactured the year the vehicles were built.

3. NBC (Nuclear/Biological/Chemical) Smoke Training

a. All requests for smoke training will be addressed to SDNG Joint Force Headquarters (JFHQ).
b. SDNG Joint Force Headquarters (JFHQ) will coordinate with the LNO, county law enforcement and the District Ranger prior to the utilization of smoke. The District Ranger will approve the time, day and locations to be used for smoke training on the NNF.

c. Weather conditions will be considered, reviewed and wind direction and intensity will be    monitored each time smoke is to be used to avoid any conflict with other grassland users.

d. Smoke will NOT be used prior to receiving approval from the LNO. Requests for approval to use smoke shall be made on a daily basis.

e. The use of non-retrievable toxic materials will not be allowed.

B. Noise

1. Air traffic patterns will be adjusted to avoid any residential, campground and /or other concentrated public use areas.

2. The use of blanks, training grenades, etc. within 150 yards (450 feet) of private residences/farmsteads, campgrounds, picnic areas and other noise sensitive areas will be prohibited.

C. Soils

1. All holes resulting from training (i.e. foxholes, demolitions, ditches, etc.) will be filled in by the training unit. Topsoil will be stockpiled separate from subsoil and replaced when these holes are filled. All sandbags, plastic and other containers will be emptied into the hole and the sandbags, plastic and other materials removed from the site and disposed of in a state permitted sanitary landfill.

2. Training activities will cease or be delayed if precipitation is enough to cause soil damage (compaction and rutting). This determination will be made by the USFS in consultation with the LNO.

3. The reclamation of all disturbed and compacted ground will be the responsibility of the National Guard. Reclamation shall include the leveling of disturbed areas as nearly as possible to existing ground contours and seeding of disturbed sites with Nebraska National approved seed mixes. The extent of reclamation will depend greatly upon weather conditions and operational activities of the National Guard.

D. Vegetation

1. Any down or dead limbs, logs or debris may be utilized if not a part of a sensitive wildlife habitat area, part of expected salvage operations by a timber contractor or within 300 feet of a road closure gate. Snags (dead standing trees) shall not be felled for any reason.

2. Live timber will be protected from damage. Seedlings that are damaged by training activities will be cut flush with the ground and scattered. In some bivouac areas personnel may have to clear some cut slash or dead fall prior to occupation. At the cessation of training activities, these piles must be spread out to cover the areas and be made to lie within eighteen inches of the ground to aid in slash deterioration.

3. Riparian zones, vegetation areas adjacent to bodies of water, will not be disturbed by military vehicles and equipment. The specific shape (width and length) or riparian areas may vary, based on topography or other natural conditions, or based upon the advice of the Forest District resource specialists. However, it is generally understood that the riparian boundaries are at least one hundred fifty (150) feet in both directions from the edge of the spring/stream or drainage areas. Sensitive wetland areas will be flagged by the USFS to avoid damage by military equipment. Downed wood and debris should be left within the riparian zones unless determined to be a hazard.

4. Roads adjacent to riparian areas, wetlands and floodplains will not be treated with graywater.

5. If removal of trees is required for the safety of the aviators at helicopter landing zones, the unit will coordinate the mission with the LNO for approval by the USFS. The area will be rehabilitated as prescribed by the USFS.

6. Other specific areas to avoid within bivouac sites will be marked on the ground by the Forest Service.

7. All seed for reclamation shall be furnished by the National Guard. Disturbed areas shall be seeded with mixtures determined by the USFS.

8. Sites known to have infestations of noxious weeds will be avoided. Such sites will be marked on the ground by the Forest Service. In lieu of specific marking and avoidance, vehicles coming from the field will be cleaned to a level adequate for deployment at any location. This standard of cleaning is known as the “10-20 standard”. Vehicle washing will be instituted for vehicles coming from outside the BGNG prior to deployment for annual training. Vehicle washing will also be instituted for vehicles operating within or near training sites known to have infestations of noxious weeds.

E. Wildlife/Livestock

1. Under no circumstances will personnel fire at, harass, haze, pursue, chase or collect     wildlife/livestock during training exercises.

2. If Proposed Endangered, Threatened, and Sensitive (PET&S) animal species/habitat are found on the NNF, they will be reported immediately to Forest Service biologists for evaluation to avoid adverse impacts.

3. Helicopters will avoid flying over feedlots and other concentrations of livestock.  (This includes flying over any farmstead where livestock may be confined in outdoor pens and/or buildings).

4. Raptor nesting sites, when found, will be evaluated by the appropriate resource specialists relative to the property jurisdiction to determine if special requirements are needed to protect the nesting areas.

5. Proposed activity areas will avoid known Prairie Dog towns.  A buffer of at least ¼ mile will   be maintained around Prairie Dog towns.
6. Known or suspected Ferruginous Hawk nesting sites will be avoided. At a minimum; a one half mile “No New Disturbance Zone” will be established around nesting sites. Within this area, potentially disturbing activities will be restricted to minimize disturbing nesting pairs or recently fledged young. In the event Ferruginous Hawk  nesting areas are discovered after a proposed activity area is occupied, steps will be taken to vacate the areas without disturbing the nest sites.

7. Large, standing snags (dead or dying trees) and cliff faces on the various bivouac sites should be avoided.

8. A 150 foot buffer area will be maintained around all ponds, streams and drainages.  Access to watering ponds by wildlife will not be cut off by troop activities.

9. Other specific areas to avoid within bivouac sites will be marked on the ground by the USFS.
F. Land Use/Traffic

1. A helicopter landing zone will be required for most training sites. Units will clearly mark the sites and have them approved by the aviation section

2. Wire obstacles will be clearly marked with white engineer tape, to avoid personnel injuries.

3. Log obstacles, abates, log cribs, knife rests may be used to assist in securing of training areas. These will be removed upon departure from the site unless the USFS wants the obstacles to remain. Access to bivouac sites and training sites will be provided on current road systems. Traffic will be maintained to minimize disturbance outside designated routes.

4. All roads not physically blocked or gated will be open to military traffic unless the USFS restricts use. If gated roads are allowed for use by the military the military units will see that the gates are closed when used. Coordination will be made with local USFS range managers to identify locations of cattle so that permitees can be notified when activities are occurring. Military troops shall not prohibit permitees from driving cattle through occupied areas enroute to summer pastures unless safety issues are present.

5. In general, vehicle traffic will be confined to open trails and roads. Creation of access roads or trails within the training areas will be with the specific approval of the USFS.

6. Maintenance of all access routes will be the responsibility of the SDARNG.

7. Weight limits on posted roads/bridges shall be adhered to by the drivers.

8. Within the bivouac and training areas traffic will be limited. Each path created shall be reclaimed. Areas where traffic has created a new travel way shall be scarified to a depth of four inches, seeded and dragged. These areas will be slashed in to the extent possible with existing downed logs, limbs, etc. to discourage use.

9. Other specific areas to avoid within bivouac sites will be marked on the ground by the USFS.

10. Identify and follow established speed limits, except that the speed limit for military vehicles on two-lane gravel roads will be twenty-five miles per hour, unless a lower speed is posted.

11. Bivouac and training sites may be located adjacent to public use areas (roads, campgrounds, picnic areas, hiking/equestrian trails, swimming beaches, etc.) and /or private properties (rural homes, farmsteads, etc.). Adjacent landowners and people utilizing affected public parks and recreation areas will be notified of planned military activities by the USFS. The military shall not delay any civilian vehicle or personnel more than fifteen minutes.

12. The Liaison Officer is responsible for 3-day advance notification of the USFS, prior to any tactical use of an area.
G. Water Quality

1. Surface Water:

a. Unless required for emergency fire suppression events no water will be taken from wells, stock dams, lakes or streams that have not been approved by the South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the USFS and /or the National Guard Liaison Officer.

b. No refueling operation will be conducted within three hundred feet of a stream or body of water.

c. Water purification units will utilize grassy areas as set up points, when possible. No discharge of water from the purification units will be permitted into bodies of water without prior authority from DENR.

2. Groundwater

a. Surface spills will be promptly remediated to prevent contamination of ground water.

3. Drinking Water

a. Water purification units (ROWPU) will generate potable water for military units.

4. Wastewater

a. Latrines: latrines, in the form of portapots, will be used in bivouac/project sites in conformance with South Dakota regulations (ARSD 74:53:01).

b. Field Showers: The wastewater will be allowed to drain on to adjacent soils. Discharge shall be in conformance with South Dakota regulations (ARSD 74:53:01).

c. Kitchens: Kitchen grease and graywater will be disposed of in conformance with South Dakota regulations (ARSD 74:53:01).

d. Wastewater used for dust control will be only liquids and contain no waste products such as paper products or non-biodegradable products or backflush from ROWPU.

H. Waste

1. Solid Waste:

a. All solid waste (paper, cardboard, food, cigarette butts, plastics, sandbags, etc.) must be collected from the areas and disposed of in a state permitted sanitary landfill (ARSD 74:27).

b. The use of blanks, “dummy” grenades, and pyrotechnics may be allowed. If used, ALL empty ammo cases and residue shall be policed and properly disposed. All unused devices and materials will be recovered. 
2. POL/Hazardous Substances:

a. Should any spill greater than one quart occur, the appropriate National Guard Liaison Officer and USFS will immediately be notified. Reporting and spill clean-up procedures will follow the South Dakota Army National Guard Spill Contingency Plan. The spill report forms found in this document will be completed and submitted to the National Guard Liaison Officer for forwarding to the SDARNG Environmental Office. Central collection points will be set up for contaminated soils at the bivouac clusters, fuel points, etc. Disposal will be coordinated with USPFO-W or Camp Rapid Training Center.

b. For SDARNG units, properly contain, mark, label and turn in used POL and Hazardous waste (solvents, gas mask filters, mercury and lithium batteries, chemical detection kits, etc.) generated during activities to an Organizational Maintenance Shop (OMS) or the United States Property and Fiscal Office Warehouse (USPFO-W) for final disposition.

c. For visiting units, coordinate/pay for disposal of used POL and hazardous waste generated during annual training or transport it back to your home station.

d. The South Dakota Army National Guard Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Plan (June 2010) will be used as a guidance document for all handling, transporting, and disposing of hazardous waste.

I. Fire Protection

1. All bivouacking military units must have fire extinguishers.

2. All equipment, except turbo-charged equipment, and vehicles with emission control systems require spark arrestors.

3. The National Guard Liaison Officer and USFS will be notified immediately of fires. Every fire will be reported through the chain of command.

4. There will be NO campfires at bivouac, training or project sites.

5. Fire protection measures will be ensured at each helicopter landing zone.

6. During an ongoing fire, in the specified training area or adjacent areas, firefighting personnel shall have first priority for air space.

7. The USFS will make the determination on the use of ammunition/pyrotechnics. All applicable permits must be obtained and given to the appropriate personnel of the USFS for his/her approval prior to the use of ammunition/pyrotechnics. Restrictions may be issued based on fire danger.

8. If simulators or flares are used, the unit will insure the area is free of debris and that a fire control plan is in effect prior to discharge. Aerial flare parachutes will be retrieved if at all possible upon completion of each exercise. 
9. Units may require the use of pyrotechnics (excluding live ammunition). The National Guard Liaison Officer will coordinate the requests with the USFS. Live ammunition will not be used in training exercises unless ranges for this purpose exist at a particular site. No ammo with tracers, incendiary shells or any other projectiles that can cause a fire will be used if the fire danger is high, very high or extreme.

10. No tear gas will be authorized for use on USFS land.

11. Fire extinguishers and basic fire fighting equipment will be immediately available in field kitchen areas.

12. All vehicles will be kept on established roads if fire danger is high, very high or extreme.

13. All bivouac, training or project sites will be patrolled for at least 24 hrs after the exercise if fire danger is high, very high or extreme.

14. Liaison Officers will notify the forest supervisor office and appropriate district ranger office if any devices/actions are used that could be mistaken for a fire; such as smoke generation.

J. Cultural Resources

1. The SDARNG will ensure cultural resource clearance for all bivouac and training sites on the NNF. The USFS will ensure cultural resource clearance for all Forest Service projects.
2. As a result of cultural investigations and previous finds in the area proposed for this project mitigation measures were put in place by the SD SHPO and NNF to avoid damaging these sites.  These measures include avoiding all eligible and unevaluated sites and the establishment of an archeological NO GO zone on the Red Shirt areas.  This area is designated on the map on page 28 of this document.  The two track road which bisects this area has been agreed upon by the SDARNG, NNF and SD SHPO as the boundary between the project area and the NO GO zone.
3. If, during annual training operations, items of archaeological, historical, or paleontological interest are reported or discovered, know or unknown deposits of such items are disturbed, the SDARNG will immediately cease operations in the area and protect the site with a guard. The commander will then notify the National Guard Liaison Officer and will not resume operations in the areas until written approval is issued by the National Guard Liaison Officer. The National Guard Liaison Officer will have coordinated this release to proceed with operations, through the Nebraska National Forest ranger district archeologists or other appropriate personnel.
4. Collecting of any fossils or cultural artifacts is not allowed under any circumstances.
These rules are not all inclusive. The requirements can change to support the specific situation. These general rules will assist the units in planning for annual training in the Buffalo Gap National Grasslands. Should any questions arise, route them through the National Guard Liaison Officer or the USFS representative who will be monitoring your area.
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