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January 9, 2013

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Vermillion Guard unit names new first sergeant

By Sgt. Jess Myers
730th Unit Public Affairs Representative

VERMILLION, S.D. — Michael Rath has been promoted to the rank of first sergeant in the 730th
Area Support Medical Company of Vermillion during a ceremony on Jan. 4. As the unit’s senior
noncommissioned officer, 1st Sgt. Rath is now responsible to the 730th’s commander, Capt.
Zachary Hauge, for the guidance and care of the unit’s approximately 90 Soldiers.

Rath assumed the responsibilities from 1st Sgt. Doug Mahoney. Mahoney has since been
promoted to the rank of command sergeant major and now serves as the senior NCO for Training
Center Command in Rapid City.

Rath, who has been a member of the 730th for 33 years, has also been there through many of the
unit’s transformations and changes.

As a medic for many years with the 730th, Rath has overseen numerous missions in various
locations around the world including Germany, Honduras, Jamaica, Suriname and New Orleans,
during Hurricane Katrina. He has also been on two deployments with the 730th, one in support
of Operation Desert Storm from 1990-1991 and the other Operation Iraqi Freedom from 2003-
2004.

“My goals for the new year are to enhance TLC (teamwork, leadership and communication)
within the unit,” said Rath when asked about his plan for the unit. “I will be pushing all
noncommissioned officers to step up and do their jobs at the highest level possible.”

Rath, who lives in Vermillion with his wife Corinne, also said he is excited to be in the new
position and looks forward to the future opportunity of leading Soldiers.

In addition to being a member of the Army National Guard in the Vermillion community, Rath
was an employee of the University of South Dakota for several years, as well. He recently retired
from his civilian career of 34 years as a mechanical supervisor at USD.
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard
Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard

130104-A-AB123-001: Newly promoted 1st Sgt. Michael Rath shakes hands
with unit commander, Capt. Zachery Hague, both members of the 730th Area
Support Medical Company, during a promotion ceremony on Jan. 4, 2013, in
Vermillion, S.D. Rath has been a member of the 730th ASMC for 33 years.
(SDNG photo by Sgt. Jess Myers) (RELEASED)

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-8753,
or e-mail ngsd-pao@ng.army.mil
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