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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Guardsmen train on media satellite technology for upcoming 
mobilization 
 
By Spc. Manda Walters 
129th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment 
 
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Soldiers with the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 129th Mobile 
Public Affairs Detachment trained on state-of-the-art satellite equipment at Camp Rapid Oct. 22-
24 in preparation for their upcoming deployment to Afghanistan.  
 
The Defense Video and Imagery Distribution System’s mobile satellite, known as DVIDS 
Direct, will give the unit, made up of journalists and broadcasters, the capability of providing 
U.S. news media with real-time broadcast-quality video, photography and print products. 
 
“The unit could broadcast high-profile events live,” said Donovan Hill, a support engineer with 
NORSAT Inc., who provided the training. “DVIDS Direct was used in the spring of 2012 to feed 
video of the president’s address from Bagram Airfield.” 
 
DVIDS Direct will also allow the 129th to provide media outlets with immediate interview 
opportunities with service members, commanders and subject matter experts. 
 
“This technology allows television or radio stations the opportunity to interview Soldiers from 
their community, live on-the-air,” said Sgt. 1st Class Theanne Tangen, operations 
noncommissioned officer. “The system will also provide our unit internet capabilities, allowing 
us to upload our content, in remote areas that are without the internet.” 
 
The three days of training focused on introducing the Rapid City-based unit to satellite 
terminology and the technical aspect of satellite news gathering.     
 
“The unit has not used satellite systems prior to the training, so we were shown everything from 
setting up the satellite dishes, to operating the software and transmitting video,” said Tangen. 
“We went through the entire process enough times that we’re confident in our abilities and look 
forward to using the technology overseas to help us reach an even bigger audience.”    
 
The 129th will add two DVIDS Direct systems to their inventory, which will not only be used in 
Afghanistan, but when they return home as well. 
 

-more- 

mailto:ngsd-pao@ng.army.mil
https://sdguard.ngb.army.mil/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthDakotaNationalGuard?ref=mf
http://www.flickr.com/SouthDakotaNationalGuard
https://twitter.com/SD_Guard


 
“DVIDS Direct will let us distribute our products immediately to media outlets worldwide, 
whether we are in South America covering stories on our State Partnership Program or here in 
South Dakota reporting on the National Guard’s role in statewide emergencies like the Missouri 
River Flood,” said Sgt. Jacqueline Fitzgerald, broadcast noncommissioned officer. 
 
“This technology will enhance our ability to provide media with reliable access to all branches of 
the U.S. Armed Forces and coalition partners serving overseas,” said Tangen. “It also helps us 
fulfill the military’s obligation to provide maximum disclosure of information with minimum 
delay.” 
 
To view videos, photos and stories about service members serving at home or abroad, or to 
download this content for media use, visit http://www.dvidshub.net/ 
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard 
Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-
8753, or e-mail ngsd-pao@ng.army.mil 
 

121023-A-QE403-001: Spc. Manda Walters, a public affairs specialist in 
the South Dakota Army National Guard 129th Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment, attaches a satellite dish panel to the Digital Video Imagery 
Distribution System’s mobile satellite during operator training at Camp 
Rapid Oct. 23, 2012. The 129th MPAD is scheduled to deploy to 
Afghanistan in February and will add two DVIDS Direct systems to their 
inventory, enhancing the distribution of high quality print and broadcast 
media. (SDNG photo by Sgt. Julieanne Morse) (RELEASED) 
 

121023-A-IM587-001:  1st Lt. Samuel Otto, a public affairs officer in 
the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 129th Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment, connects a cable to the Digital Video Imagery Distribution 
System’s mobile Satellite dish during operator training at Camp Rapid 
Oct. 23, 2012. The 129th MPAD is scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan 
in February and will add two DVIDS Direct systems to their inventory, 
enhancing the distribution of high quality print and broadcast media. 
(SDNG photo by Spc. Manda Walters) (RELEASED) 
 

http://www.dvidshub.net/
http://www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard
http://www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard
mailto:ngsd-pao@ng.army.mil

