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SD National Guard commissions Soldiers as second lieutenants  

By 2nd Lt. Chad Carlson 
SDNG Public Affairs Office 
 
STURGIS, S.D. – Four South Dakota Army National Guard Soldiers took the Oath of Office and 
commissioned as second lieutenants during a ceremony Saturday, Aug. 18 at the Sturgis 
Community Center. The second lieutenants recently completed Officer Candidate School (OCS) 
with the 196th Regiment, Regional Training Institute at Fort Meade, the first step in their officer 
training and development. 
 
“Today you are stepping into an entirely new role,” Brig. Gen. Jeff Marlette, assistant adjutant 
general for the South Dakota Army National Guard, told the second lieutenants prior to 
administering the Oath of Office. “Today you are going to raise your hand and swear that at all 
times you will be physically, technically and tactically ready to lead. Your superiors, your peers, 
your subordinates, your families and the families of every Soldier you will lead are counting on 
you to do just that.”  
 
The Soldiers where placed in high-stress, high-intensity environments and challenged to make 
leadership decisions throughout their three phases of OCS.  
 
“Officer Candidate School is a stressful and demanding course,” said OCS company commander 
Maj. Corey Norris. “It teaches candidates the importance of things like timeliness, attention to 
detail, physical fitness and mental toughness so when they’re leading Soldiers in a combat 
situation, they’re able to give direction and guidance and when they face setbacks to continue to 
push forward even in the face of danger and adversity.”  
 
Three of the lieutenants completed the traditional, 14-month course, and another the fast-track, 
eight-week course. 
 
“You are commissioning at a time when the likelihood of you being a combat leader is extremely 
high,” Brig. Gen. Jeffrey P. Marlette, assistant adjutant general for the South Dakota Army 
National Guard, told the second lieutenants. “I will tell you today, that during your career you 
will be called upon to lead in some of the most challenging and important times in the history of 
our country. You will be called upon to fight in wars all around the world and at the same time 
you must be prepared to handle every possible contingency here at home.” 
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The second lieutenants will now be assigned to units across the state and will attend Basic 
Officer Leaders Course where they will continue to train in leadership, tactics and branch 
specific capabilities.  
 
Several presentations were made throughout the ceremony to include: 
 

• The Battalion Leadership Award was presented to HHC 196th Maneuver Enhancement 
Brigade, Sioux Falls, for the greatest number of students graduating from Officer 
Candidate School. 

 
• Second Lt. Tyler Skoglund earned the Endeavor Award for demonstrating the highest 

degree of consistent advancement, perseverance and devotion to duty during the training 
year. 

 
• Second Lt. Alan Armstrong earned the Academic Excellence Award by attaining the 

highest academic rating for the school year. Armstrong also earned the Leadership 
Excellence Award for attaining the highest leadership evaluations during the training 
year. 

 
• Second Lt. Rebecca Linder earned the Army Physical Fitness Award for scoring the 

highest on the Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT). Linder also earned the Erickson 
Trophy, awarded to the OCS graduate with the highest combined overall standing in 
leadership evaluations, academics, physical fitness, and peer evaluations. It is given by 
the authority of the Department of the Army and the Air Force, National Guard Bureau, 
and is named in memory of the Chief of the National Guard Bureau at the time the award 
was initiated, Maj. Gen. Edgar Erickson. 
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard 
Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

120818-A-FO377-076 Brig. Gen. Jeff  Marlette (right), assistant 
adjutant general of the South Dakota Army National Guard, 
administers the Oath of Office to four newly commissioned 
second lieutenants during the Officer Candidate School 
commissioning ceremony Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Sturgis 
Community Center. The second lieutenants will be assigned to 
units across the state as future leaders in the South Dakota Army 
National Guard. Pictured left to right are: 2nd Lt. Alan 
Armstrong, of Springfield; 2nd Lt. Rebecca Linder, of Sioux 
Falls; 2nd Lt. Tyler Skoglund, of Bruce; and 2nd Lt. Jason 
Sussner, of Sioux Falls. (SDNG photo by 2nd Lt. Chad Carlson) 
(RELEASED) 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-
8753, or e-mail ngsd-pao@ng.army.mil.  
 

120818-A-FO377-019 Second Lt. Alan Armstrong, of 
Springfield, gets his bars pinned on by his wife, Ashley and 
daughter, Kinsley during the Officer Candidate Commissioning 
Ceremony, Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Sturgis Community Center. 
Armstrong will be assigned to the South Dakota Army National 
Guard’s 211th Engineer Company (Sapper), in Madison. (SDNG 
photo by 2nd Lt. Chad Carlson) (RELEASED) 
 

120818-A-FO377-031 Second Lt. Rebecca Linder, of Sioux Falls, 
gets her bars pinned on by her grandmother, Pearl Barrett (left), 
son, Karter Brager and mother, Carol Linder, a former tank 
mechanic in the Army, during the Officer Candidate 
Commissioning Ceremony, Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Sturgis 
Community Center. Linder will be assigned to the South Dakota 
Army National Guard’s 196th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade in 
Sioux Falls. (SDNG photo by 2nd Lt. Chad Carlson) 
(RELEASED) 
 
 120818-A-FO377-049 Second Lt. Tyler Skoglund, of Bruce, gets 
his bars pinned on by his mother, Nancy and his girlfriend, 
Danielle during the Officer Candidate Commissioning Ceremony, 
Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Sturgis Community Center. Skoglund 
will be assigned to the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 
115th Signal Company in Brookings. (SDNG photo by 2nd Lt. 
Chad Carlson) (RELEASED) 
 
 
 120818-A-FO377-062 Second Lt. Jason Sussner, of Sioux Falls, 
gets his bars pinned on by his wife, Cherie and mother, Yvonne 
during the Officer Candidate Commissioning Ceremony, 
Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Sturgis Community Center. Sussner will 
be assigned to the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 153rd 
Engineer Battalion in Huron. (SDNG photo by 2nd Lt. Chad 
Carlson) (RELEASED) 
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