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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Golden Coyote exercise underway in the Black Hills 
 
RAPID CITY, S.D. – The South Dakota National Guard’s 28th annual Golden Coyote training exercise is 
underway in Rapid City and the southern Black Hills, with more than 2,200 service members 
participating from across the country and the world. 
 
The two-week training exercise, which began June 9 and continues until the 23, allows military forces to 
conduct combat support and combat service support missions in a realistic training environment and 
provide valuable services to the public. 
 
Created in the mid 1980’s with the cooperation of the National Forest Service and Custer State Park, the 
exercise provides relevant training opportunities in support of overseas contingency operations and 
homeland defense. Golden Coyote has developed into one of the nation’s top training opportunities for 
National Guard, reserve and active-duty forces, as well as military personnel from foreign countries. 
 
“This exercise is a great opportunity for units to tailor their training to their needs,” said Brig. Gen. Jeff 
Marlette, commander of forces for Golden Coyote. “Nationwide there are very few exercises that are 
designed for National Guard, U.S. reserve and international forces to come together and train. It helps to 
prepare units to be able to go abroad and support operations overseas, as well as train on homeland 
security missions right here in the United States.” 
 
There are 37 units representing 17 states and six foreign nations participating in the exercise and from 
multiple branches of military service – Army, Navy, and Air Force – working together to create an 
invaluable training experience. This includes medical, chemical, transportation, signal, aviation, military 
police, engineer and quartermaster units. These military forces train on their equipment and employ 
tactics to prepare them for any future overseas deployment. 
 
“Military forces are able to participate in numerous warrior training tasks and battle drills, such as urban 
combat operations, medical aid, and day and night convoy operations,” said Maj. Travis Eastman, 
exercise coordinator.  
 
Units can also participate in combat patrols, fire arms training and reacting to improvised explosive 
devices, said Eastman. 
 
Participating units also complete various projects that help improve the forest and local communities. 
Local residents receive numerous benefits of the many engineering projects being conducted during the 
training exercise.  
 
Units will be repairing roadways, providing reclamation of hazardous wilderness areas and hauling cut 
timber from the forest.  
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“We have transportation units moving timber cut by the National Forest Service for fire control purposes 
to Native American reservation communities who can use it as firewood,” said Eastman. “Our engineers 
will also repair hazardous wilderness areas and make them safe for public use, and re-surface local 
roadways that have fallen into disrepair.” 
 
“This exercise is a great testament to how we come together with the civilian public,” said Marlette. “We 
coordinate with the National Forest Service, Custer State Park and other local agencies, and the event 
allows both their agencies and us to be better prepared to meet homeland security missions and provide 
services to the public.” 
 
This year’s exercise also includes members from the United Kingdom, Denmark, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and Suriname. 
 
“The training aim for this exercise is the interoperability with our allies and synchronization between 
different work forces and equipment,” said United Kingdom Territorial Army Maj. Andrew Inglis, 
Headquarters, 71st Engineer Regiment. “We are looking to provide aid to your civil community here; 
mainly to conduct route construction, hauling missions and other construction projects. 
 
“As combat engineers we are soldiers first, so we will take part in the exercise’s warrior lanes,” continued 
Inglis. “The majority of (soldiers) here will probably deploy in the next two to three years, so this is a 
method of the sub-unit commander to look at his people and make sure they are ready to deploy.” 
 
“The international units here provide us an opportunity for joint operations that we will conduct serving 
our counties abroad,” said Marlette. 
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard 
Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

120610-A-AB123-001: Soldiers from the 860th Military Police 
Company, Arizona Army National Guard of Tucson, and the Danish 
Home Guard Force Protection Platoon conduct a joint patrol on West 
Camp Rapid during the Golden Coyote training exercise June 10, 2012, 
in Rapid City, S.D. National Guard, U.S. reserve and international forces 
use the exercise as an opportunity to conduct joint training in support of 
overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. (Photo by 1st Lt. 
Nikolaj Groen, Danish Home Guard)(RELEASED) 
 
 
120610-A-AB123-003: Members of the Danish Home Guard Force 
Protection Platoon conduct joint operations with Soldiers from the 860th 
Military Police Company, Arizona Army National Guard of Tucson, on 
West Camp Rapid during the Golden Coyote training exercise June 10, 
2012, in Rapid City, S.D. National Guard, U.S. reserve and international 
forces use the exercise as an opportunity to conduct joint training in 
support of overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. 
(Photo by 1st Lt. Nikolaj Groen, Danish Home Guard)(RELEASED) 

http://www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard
http://www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-
8753, or e-mail anthony.deiss@us.army.mil. 
 

120610-A-TL267-002: Spc. Derrick Patterson, a satellite operator with 
Charlie Company, 98th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, U.S. Army 
Reserve of San Diego, Calif., secures a cable on a Satellite Transportable 
Terminal at Camp Lancer during the Golden Coyote training exercise 
June 10, 2012, in Rapid City, S.D. Patterson is one of 2,200 service 
members from the National Guard, U.S. reserve and international forces 
participating in the exercise, which provides training opportunities in 
support of overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. 
(SDNG photo by Maj. Anthony Deiss) (RELEASED) 
 

120523-A-CW157-001: Sgt. Jesse Brantley, an automated logistics 
specialist with the 2113th Transportation Company, Kentucky Army 
National Guard of Paducah, drives a tent stake into the ground at Camp 
Lancer during the Golden Coyote training exercise June 10, 2012, in 
Rapid City, S.D. The 2113th is one of 37 units from the National Guard, 
U.S. reserve and international forces participating in the exercise, which 
provides training opportunities in support of overseas contingency 
operations and homeland defense. (SDNG photo by Maj. Anthony Deiss) 

 
 
120610-A-TL267-004: Lt. Col. Douglas Bogenhagen (center left) and 
1st Sgt. Jody Smith (center right), of Rapid City’s Joint Force 
Headquarters, South Dakota Army National Guard, discuss Camp Lancer 
operations with 1st Lt. Ryan Torres (left) and 1st Sgt. Valerie Sonntag, 
98th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve of San Diego, 
Calif., during the Golden Coyote training exercise June 10, 2012 in 
Rapid City, S.D. (SDNG photo by Maj. Anthony Deiss) (RELEASED) 
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