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April 19, 2012

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Governor Daugaard visits troops in Kuwait, Afghanistan

RAPID CITY, S.D. — Gov. Dennis Daugaard is visiting South Dakota National Guard troops in Kuwait
and Afghanistan this week, along with two other governors, on a Department of Defense trip to get a first-
hand look at military operations.

Govs. Daugaard, Rick Snyder of Michigan and Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island visited military bases in
Kuwait on Tuesday and arrived in Afghanistan yesterday.

The Department of Defense offers governors the opportunity to visit their overseas National Guard
troops.

“The whole idea of the trip is to help governors understand what their troops are going through and let the
troops know that people back home are thinking about them, and encourage them and tell them we’re
proud of them and look forward to their safe return,” said Gov. Daugaard during a press conference from
Kabul, Afghanistan.

On Tuesday, Gov. Daugaard met with South Dakota troops in Kuwait from Company C, 1st Battalion
189th Aviation Regiment of Rapid City and the 139th Brigade Support Battalion from the Brookings,
Redfield, Watertown, Miller, Mitchell, Rapid City and Sioux Falls areas.

The 189th provided aerial medical evacuation support in Iraq prior to the drawdown of U.S. forces in
December. They completed 166 missions while there. The 139th BSB also supported Special Forces
troops while in Iraq. The 139th is currently assisting in retrograde operations in Kuwait, helping to
transition equipment and supplies back to the United States.

Today, Daugaard is scheduled to meet with members of the 842nd Engineer Company from the Belle
Fourche, Sturgis and Spearfish area. The 842nd is a horizontal engineer company, specializing in the
construction of roads, airfields and force protection measures.

Gov. Daugaard said the trip to the Mideast has given him a better understanding of how our troops are
deployed there. He said many of the Soldiers he met are nearing the end of their deployments, and he
received personal notes from some of them to deliver to family and friends in South Dakota.

“Our Soldiers and Airmen are doing well,” the Governor said. “They are in good spirits and looking
forward to getting back home.”

Currently, the SDNG has about 500 Soldiers and Airmen deployed to Kuwait and Afghanistan. The 189th
Regiment and 139th BSB are expected to be home from deployment sometime in May.
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High resolution photos are available at www.flikr.com/southdakotanationalguard
Additional stories and information are online at www.facebook.com/southdakotanationalguard

120417-A-RN486-002: Gov. Dennis Daugaard shakes the hand of Sgt.
John Noble while meeting with members of the South Dakota Army
National Guard’s Company C, 1st Battalion, 189th Aviation Regiment of
Rapid City while in Kuwait April 17, 2012. The Governor is on a
Department of Defense trip to get a first-hand look at military operations.
(SDNG photo by Sgt. Jessica Geiger) (RELEASED)

120417-A-RN486-003: Gov. Dennis Daugaard visits with members of
the South Dakota Army National Guard’s Company C, 1st Battalion,
189th Aviation Regiment of Rapid City while in Kuwait April 17, 2012.
The Governor is on a Department of Defense trip to get a first-hand look
at military operations. (SDNG photo by Sgt. Jessica Geiger)
(RELEASED)

120417-A-RN486-004: Gov. Dennis Daugaard visits with members of
the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 139th Brigade Support
Battalion from the Brookings, Redfield, Watertown, Miller, Mitchell,
Rapid City and Sioux Falls areas while in Kuwait April 17, 2012. The
Governor is on a Department of Defense trip to get a first-hand look at
military operations. (SDNG photo by Sgt. Jessica Geiger) (RELEASED)

120417-A-RN486-006: Gov. Dennis Daugaard visits with members of
the South Dakota Army National Guard’s Company C, 1st Battalion,
189th Aviation Regiment of Rapid City while in Kuwait April 17, 2012.
The Governor is on a Department of Defense trip to get a first-hand look
at military operations. (SDNG photo by Sgt. Jessica Geiger)
(RELEASED)

120417-A-RN486-007: Gov. Dennis Daugaard poses for a picture with
members of the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 139th Brigade
Support Battalion from the Brookings, Redfield, Watertown, Miller,
Mitchell, Rapid City and Sioux Falls areas while in Kuwait April 17,
2012. The Governor is on a Department of Defense trip to get a first-
hand look at military operations. (SDNG photo by Sgt. Jessica Geiger)
(RELEASED)

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell
(605) 431-8753, or e-mail pao@sd.ngb.army.mil.
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