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September 10, 2011 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Joint Force Headquarters changes command 
 
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Capt. Anthony Deiss, White River native now living in Rapid City, is the new 
commander of South Dakota Army National Guard’s Joint Force Headquarters, Rapid City. 
 
Deiss received command of the unit Sept. 10, 2011 from Maj. Brendan Murphy of Rapid City, who 
commanded the unit since May 2, 2009. 
 
“As the new Joint Force Headquarters Detachment commander I look forward to leading some of the best 
and brightest Soldiers in our organization,” said Deiss. “JFHQ has an enormous responsibility supporting 
the Soldiers of the South Dakota Army National Guard and I am excited to be a part of an amazing team.” 
 
Joint Force Headquarters is one of four major commands in the South Dakota Army National 
Guard, and is a critical element for all 64 units across the state; providing command and control 
of essential services in administration, intelligence, training, logistics, maintenance, 
communications, Soldier and family services and other support functions. 
 
With more than 200 members assigned, the main focus for JFHQ is to support the nearly 3,400 
members of the SDARNG, and to provide trained and equipped, ready forces capable of 
mobilizing and deploying in support of state and federal missions. 
 
In civilian life, Deiss is employed by the South Dakota Army National Guard as the Public Affairs 
Deputy.  He has been a member of the Army National Guard for 15 years. 
 
“It has been a tremendous honor to serve as the detachment commander for Joint Force Headquarters,” 
said Murphy.  “Our greatest asset is our people and I could not be more proud than serving with such 
talented and professional Soldiers.  I wish Capt. Deiss great success as he assumes command.” 
 
Murphy, the departing commander, will become Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs Officer. 
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PHOTOS: High-resolution photos for this release are available upon request or at: 
www.flickr.com/southdakotanationalguard 
 

 

110910-A-CW157-001: Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Marlette (left) passes the 
Joint Force Headquarters guidon to the new commander, Capt. Anthony 
Deiss, of Rapid City, during the change of command ceremony for Joint 
Force Headquarters Sept 10, 2011.  The passing of the guidon is a time 
honored tradition signifying the responsibility associated with the 
command. (SDNG photo by Staff Sgt. Theanne Tangen) (RELEASED) 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact Maj. Brendan Murphy at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 
431-8753, or e-mail brendan.murphy1@us.army.mil.  
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