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MEDIA ALERT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
147" Field Artillery returns, welcome home ceremony scheduled

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — After spending one year in Afghanistan, 16 members of Sioux
Falls’ 147th Field Artillery, will be honored at a welcome home ceremony at
3 p.m. (CDT) on Monday, June 18, at the Multi-Cultural Center in Sioux Falls.

The public is encouraged to attend. Due to construction, those attending the ceremony
should enter the facility using the east side coliseum doors

The South Dakota Army National Guard unit began its deployment by reporting to its
designated mobilization station, Camp Shelby, Miss., in March of 2006 in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. The unit deployed to Afghanistan as an Embedded
Training Team (ETT) with the primary mission to train and mentor leaders of the Afghan
National Army and Afghan National Police at the corps, brigade and battalion level.

The South Dakota Soldiers focused training efforts in the areas of operations, logistics,
intelligence, medical, personnel and communications. Each of the 147" Soldiers was
specifically selected because of their proven skills in one or more of the specific mission
training aspects.

“Throughout the past year, many accomplishments have been made in taking steps
towards improving the ANA and the ANP,” said Capt. Jason Piercy of Sioux Falls, who
was assigned as an intelligence and operations officer for the ETT.

Piercy said the combat death rate of the ANA and ANP was drastically reduced because
of the constant training and mentoring provided by the ETT.

“Brigade surgeons were instrumental in setting up new military hospitals in Gardez and
medical clinics in Khowst,” Piercy said. “The new medical facilities rival any hospital or
clinic you would find in small-town America.”

According to Piercy, the 147" was responsible for the integration of technology that
significantly improved the Afghan’s ability to track personnel, intelligence, operations
and logistics.



Piercy said one of the more memorable success stories was when the EET was working
with ANA intelligence and received information about a Taliban weapon storage area.

After a week of surveillance, the ANA conducted a raid of the area and recovered 116
grenades.

“This was challenging because it was the first time the ANA had completed such a
complex operation of this magnitude,” he said. “When the raid was over, you could see
the confidence in the ANA Soldiers as they recognized their ability to put together
everything we trained them on and complete a successful mission.”
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NOTE 1: The 147" Field Artillery Brigade is a South Dakota Army National Guard unit
based out of Sioux Falls, S.D. The currently deployed Sioux Falls unit is comprised of 16
South Dakota Army National Guard Soldiers and departed to its mobilization station,
Camp Shelby, Miss., in early March.

At the mobilization station, the unit spent several months training before it deployed in
support of the 41% Brigade Combat Team (BCT) that has been assigned the mission to
train the Afghanistan National Army (ANA).

The 16 members make up an Embedded Training Team (ETT) supporting the 41% BCT
mission. The team includes a commander and sergeant major as well as a staff that
manages operations and plans, logistics, personnel, intelligence and communications. The
147" Soldiers work directly with the Afghanistan Soldiers as mentors and trainers.

This mission is not the traditional mission of the 147" Field Artillery Brigade. The unit’s
primary wartime mission is to provide command and control of up to five field artillery
battalions. The mission of these battalions is to provide fire support to other combat units
in the form of artillery cannon and rocket fire. However, the skills needed to command
and control artillery battalions are the same skills needed to train and mentor foreign
military leaders. The ETT is designed to equip the ANA with the combat multiplier of
leadership.

NOTE 2: Since the terrorist attacks on America, the South Dakota National Guard has
mobilized more than 2,900 Soldiers and 700 Airmen in support of the Global War on
Terror.

During the peak of deployments, South Dakota had more than 1,500 Soldiers in Iraq at
one time.

Currently, more than 150 Soldiers and Airmen from the South Dakota National Guard
remain on duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. More than 4,000 National Guardsmen are still
available in South Dakota to provide support for state and national emergencies and
homeland defense.



